Hello, SCALA members:

          We want your input! During last week’s meeting many issues were raised, but due to a very positive turnout, no conclusions were reached. Please take the time to look over the highlights from this meeting and send your thoughts to me, Lisa, at leb25@pitt.edu, to or any of our officers. Of particular interest:

          Meeting times! Though previously we announced that meetings would be every third Tuesday, we are re-thinking the idea. We may have some or all of our remaining meetings Monday, also from 5:00 to 5:45, depending on schedule conflicts. Please contact us with your thoughts.

          Activities! This is what membership is all about. We want to know what you want from us. Tell us your ideas for events, and let us know what you think about the ones we’ve already discussed:

1.        Louisiana Library relief efforts

2.        SCOPUS workshop

3.        Guest speakers

4.        Mentoring programs

5.        Conference attendance

6.        ALA event weeks

7.        Field placement round table

8.        Field trips

(See the activities section below for more details on these.)

SCALA Meeting Highlights – September 20, 2005

I.        Officer Introductions

        Officer introductions were conducted by our President as follows:

          Ashley Kunsa, President               aak3@pitt.edu
          Callie Curran, VP Membership          cac72@pitt.edu
          Emily Moellman, VP Activities         eam48@pitt.edu
          Lisa Borowski, Secretary / Treasurer  leb25@pitt.edu           

          Megan Denison, Webmaster              mld41@pitt.edu
          It was also noted that we had an open position, that of Faculty Liaison. Anyone interested in the position should contact one of our officers.

II.        Brief Intro to SCALA

        Lisa, our Secretary / Treasurer, talked about SCALA in the past:

        Meetings were formerly held Friday evenings, and usually included a “librarians in film” screening. Attendance was less than great; students were reluctant to come on campus Friday evenings. We have decided to have shorter meetings during the week and to always provide food for those who travel directly from work and need to eat before evening classes.


We intend to keep to the once-monthly meeting schedule. If students are unable to attend meetings they may still receive emails and participate in our other activities. Please contact Lisa, our Secretary, to get on the mailing list. As of this writing out website is currently down, however, it should be up soon and you can check it at http://www.sis.pitt.edu/~scala/ .

III.         ALA Membership

        Callie, VP of recruiting, talked a little bit about joining the American Library Association.

        While ALA membership is by no means required to participate in SCALA, we recommend that students join our parent organization for many reasons. Student members receive the very reasonable dues rate of only $25 annual. This includes discounts on conference registration, a subscription to American Libraries, and access to numerous ALA divisions, such as PLA (Public Library Association), ACRL (Association of College and Research Libraries), YALSA (Young Adult Libraries and Services Association) and AASL (American Association of School Librarians). These divisions also have student rates, and offer their own benefits.


To take advantage of these, go to http://www.ala.org/membership to download applications or apply online with a credit card.

IV.        Activities

        Last, Emily, our VP of Activities, led a brainstorming session for activities and events we could host this term. Many ideas were introduced.

        First, Emily mentioned possible ways to aid Louisiana libraries in the wake of Hurricane Katrina. Many members seemed enthusiastic about possible charity events such as book sales, raffles, etc.


Next, she brought up a workshop involving SCOPUS and the SLA (Special Libraries Association). Members interested in academic libraries will benefit from the section on getting published, while those interested in public libraries may benefit from the grant writing section of the workshop.


Guest speakers were another idea, as alumni and current professionals are often more than happy to talk to student groups about entering the field.


This brought up the possible idea of a mentoring program. ALA has an official program for new members attending the annual conference, while we can look into the idea of partnering with the Alumni Association for other types of mentors.


Many new members were curious about conferences. According to the ALA president Michael Gorman, if it is at all possible, the ALA will help the city of New Orleans by continuing with plans to have the spring conference there. The smaller and less expensive midwinter conference, in San Antonio, will continue as planned.  Students are encouraged to attend either conference. Both offer opportunities to interview with potential employers, mentor and network with other professionals, and attend workshops and seminars. Students attend these on an individual basis, and can apply for financial aid from the department. See http://www2.sis.pitt.edu/resources/student_to_conferences.html for details. SCALA will continue to seek ways to make attending the conferences easier for our members.


One of our members asked if we were able to get involved in official ALA events, such as the Banned Books Week. Though the timing was off for Banned Books week this term, ideas for other event weeks are welcome. Last year we hosted a book sale during National Library Week to raise money for Read!365, a literacy organization. We also had daily readings, speakers, and other events.


Denise, one of our members, is also an officer of SLA, and mentioned their intentions to host a round table in which students can discuss the process of field placement. SCALA looks forward to getting involved in helping members navigate this process.


Library tours were another possible activity, as well as more long-distance field trips. Destinations mentioned included the North Hills library, Sewickley library, Iron Mountain archival facility, Wert 

Bookbinding facility, the Library of Congress and / or National Archives, and the Dublin Core / OCLC site.

That’s it for this week. See you all next meeting... stay tuned for the time and day!

