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If you’ve been lucky enough to take a medical-based library course in your time at Pitt, or if you have LIS 2000 this semester, then you are already aware of the excitement that Ellen Detlefsen brings to any subject.  Professor Detlefsen sat down with us last month to answer a few questions.

CB:  What made you initially decide that Library Science was for you? 

ED:  My mother always wanted a library science degree, but was never able to do one so she promised her first-born daughter to librarianship (!), and, believe it or not, my third birthday was held at the local public library with the library card stuck in a cake on the circulation desk.  Should I say that I was "doomed" to become a librarian?  From about 5th grade on, I knew that I wanted to be a librarian (and no one challenged me on that decision thereafter.  It was the "right" job for a woman in those days).  Had I to do it over, I'd give real serious thought to becoming a doctor, but women who grew up in the 50s and 60s were not often encouraged to enter the then-male-dominated professions...

CB: What first brought you to the University of Pittsburgh?

ED:  My spouse accepted a position as a first year resident in the medical school, and I knew that there was a lib school here, so it seemed like a natural place for us to come for his residency.  Little did we know that we would still be here thirty years later.…

CB:   You also have an appointment with the School of Medicine, I believe. How do you balance these two positions?

ED:  Both my LIS and my medical schoolwork are focused on the same things--medical information dissemination!  An easy and powerful combination, eh?  Many information breakthroughs happen first in medicine because it's a cutting edge ("life and death") environment where lots and lots of funding is available for research and training...

CB:  As an academic professor as well as a medical librarian, what is an average day like for you?  

ED:  I don't describe myself as a medical librarian (but I have many good friends and colleagues who are consummate medical library professionals--they keep me well-connected to the real world), so my days are more like those of a true academic; i.e. I schedule my own hours and days, with classes to meet twice a week plus student appointments, too many committee meetings, and not enough time for all the work of keeping current with an explosive field of study.  Also not enough time to file away all those interesting things I do read and feel compelled to keep!

CB:  As a medical (and special) librarian, what organizations would you recommend joining to students who would like to travel down a similar path? 

ED:  The Medical Library Association [www.mlanet.com] and its regional chapters [http://pmhslibraries.org/pghmla] and the American Medical Informatics Association [www.amia.org]

CB:  If you could, what advice would you give to every student in the program?

ED:  Take at least one course in a topic that interests you that is NOT directly related to your intended career path (i.e. children's lit or history of the book or government information or library instruction. or preservation or consumer health information...).

CB:    Can you recommend a class (that you don't teach!) that every student should try to take in their time at Pitt?

ED: Hmmmm...Probably History of Books, Printing and Publishing (which I used to teach, but do not anymore.... sigh (it's a favorite topic!) [Editor’s Note:  LIS 2280:  Wednesdays 6-8pm next semester]

CB:  Recommend a restaurant that every student should try to go to during his or her year in the program.

 ED:  La Feria, [5527 Walnut Street, (412) 682-4501] the tiny Peruvian restaurant cum arts/crafts gallery, on the second floor above Pamela's on Walnut Street in Shadyside - try their limeade, their salad, and their bread pudding (and the Andean entrees ain't bad either!)

CB:  Thank you Ellen for the great tips and advice.
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