Hello again!

This is Lisa with the monthly SCALA meeting notes. So sorry that I've taken a week to get them out. Inside this edition, you’ll find information about the events we’ve decided to sponsor and some more ideas for the future.

*****

Callie opened the meeting with introductions. Then I began the agenda by talking a little about our decision to offer a little financial help to a member that wants to travel to the ALA Midwinter conference in San Antonio, TX, this January.

Applicants should be April graduates and members of ALA at the time of application. For more information, see the email sent out over the mlis-l, or you can email me (Lisa Borowski) at leb25@pitt.edu.

After the announcement a quick poll revealed only one student at the meeting graduating in April. For those of you who were unable to attend and meet the specifications please think about applying for these funds.

*****

Next, Emily talked about the field placement round table she has arranged with SLA.

Though field placements are not required, they are the best way to get experience in the library. We have arranged for students and former students from many library facets to come and talk about what you can learn in a field placement, as well as where and how to get the one you want, and to answer your questions.

Come join SCALA and SLA for the Field Placement Round Table on Thursday, November 3rd, from 6 to 7pm in the 5th floor conference room.

*****

Emily also reminded us to check the SCALA website frequently. Information from all meetings and on all events will be posted here. 

http://www.sis.pitt.edu/~scala.

*****

Another event that Emily talked about is the Hurricane relief book drive. Volunteers are needed to collect books, and organize the event for some time in November. If you are interested and did not leave your name on our sign up sheet, please email Emily at eam48@pitt.edu.

*****

Next at the meeting, Callie talked about the SCOPUS workshop that may be organized in conjunction with SLA. She wanted to know if members thought this duplicated efforts by another student organization that had recently sponsored a grant writing workshop. Most members agreed that this event had been difficult to work into their schedules and that another workshop would not be unwelcome, so Callie will continue talking to SLA and hopefully we can continue on as planned.

*****

At this point, we opened the meeting to member discussion. One of our members talked about using skills learned in the current Management class to help us help the community—for instance, clarifying and/or publicizing our organization’s mission statement. As Emily pointed out, volunteering for the book drive would be an excellent way to exercise management skills.

*****

Emily asked about possible interest in a SCALA scrabble tournament or other game night. Several members were interested. E-mail Emily for more information.

*****

At this point one of our officers reminded us that I-Fest was that coming weekend, and included the first ever Mother Goose Poetry Slam. The Slam included open-mike performances, a rhyme-off, Mother Goose trivia and prizes. Unfortunately, I was unable to make it. I hope those who did had lots of fun!

*****

Part of the purpose of I-Fest was to make the IS and LIS program more visible and attractive to the undergraduate population. Some of our members liked this idea, and wanted to develop more ideas to promote the library field. Some officers thought this would make an excellent Independent Study course. Do you have any ideas on how to promote library job growth, talk to English Lit and library instruction classes, dispel library stereotypes, and promote partnerships with libraries? The idea will be discussed further at the Field Placement Round Table later this week.

*****

Here, Janine, our Faculty Liaison and newest officer, told us about her first faculty meeting. Some of the items discussed at the meeting were: the need for three or more new faculty; the curriculum, including a possible Special Topics course 2970 called “Information Visualization;” a Fast Track weekend update; and an outline of the upcoming reaccredidation process.

*****

Ashley then spoke about the Town Hall meeting that was the following Wednesday. At least three faculty members were to talk and answer questions regarding reaccredidation, a new registration process, and concerns about technology.  Several of our members planned to attend.

*****

Last, Janine began a general discussion regarding the philosophical nature of the material covered in class versus the practical nature of what we need to know to work in a library. Many members agreed this discrepancy was cause for concern, and Janine determined that she would bring this up with some faculty, possible at the Town Hall meeting. Hopefully at our next meeting, we’ll hear how that went.

With this discussion, the meeting was closed, and that’s all for now.

Stay tuned for information on our upcoming events and programs. Our next meeting time will be announced soon.

Rock on,

Lisa Borowski

Secretary / Treasurer

leb25@pitt.edu
