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Abstract:	
   The	
   ideal	
   venue	
   for	
   collaboration	
   and	
   information	
   sharing	
   is	
   among	
  
personnel	
   who	
   share	
   the	
   same	
   location,	
   security-­‐clearance	
   level,	
   language,	
  
vocabulary,	
   experiential	
   background,	
   and	
   information	
   technology.	
   However,	
   the	
  
reality	
  is	
  that	
  these	
  conditions	
  are	
  rarely	
  met.	
  For	
  example,	
  Army	
  must	
  collaborate	
  
and	
   share	
   information	
   remotely	
   with	
   non-­‐Army	
   organizations,	
   including	
  
government	
   agencies,	
   service	
   partners,	
   foreign	
   militaries,	
   and	
   nongovernmental	
  
organizations,	
  each	
  with	
  a	
  unique	
  set	
  of	
  capabilities.	
  Such	
  diverse	
  environments	
  are	
  
becoming	
   more	
   common,	
   especially	
   in	
   light	
   of	
   the	
   formation	
   of	
   international	
  
coalitions	
  and	
  alliances	
  of	
  organizations	
  serving	
  as	
  first	
  responders	
  in	
  the	
  aftermath	
  
of	
  natural	
  disasters	
  (e.g.,	
  Hurricane	
  Katrina).	
  This	
  talk	
  examines	
  the	
  concept	
  of	
  "Net-­‐
centricity"	
  that	
  is	
  supposed	
  to	
  enable	
  such	
  wide-­‐collaboration.	
  It	
  discusses	
  some	
  of	
  
the	
   challenges	
   implied	
   by	
   such	
   openness.	
   Finally,	
   the	
   talk	
   surveys	
   some	
   of	
   the	
  
potential	
  trade-­‐offs	
  between	
  security	
  and	
  openness.	
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