Installing Apache, PHP, and MySQL on Windows Vista
Preliminaries:

Turning off User Account Control (UAC)

Vista has a security feature built in that asks the user’s permission to do just about any kind of installation or running of third-party software. It’s best to always have this turned off when installing things. To do so:

Start > Control Panel (in Classic View)> Securty Center

Under the “Other security settings” tab, turn off “User Account Control”

Exit the windows
You can turn UAC back on after all installations are done if you’d prefer. 

Turning on Known File Extensions

Windows defaults to not showing the extensions (.exe, .jpg, .mp3, etc) for known file types. Shut this off to make things easier for yourself when renaming the installation files. To turn this off:

Start> Control Panel (in Classic View)> Folder Options

Click on the “View Tab”

Find the option “Hide extensions for known file types”

Uncheck this box

Exit the windows by hitting “Okay”

Downloading Necessary Installation Files
downloading Apache

Navigate to http://www.apache.org/dyn/closer.cgi/httpd/binaries/win32/
Choose one of the download mirror sites (one will also be suggested for you at the top of the page). Once you’ve gotten to the mirror’s directory locate the “apache_2.2.13-win32-x86-no_ssl.msi” file. Click on the file to begin the download. When asked to “Run” or “Save”, save the file to your Desktop and rename the file “apache.msi”

downloading PHP

1. Navigate to http://us.phttp://us.php.net/downloads.php 

2. Select and download PHP 5.2.10 installer 
Choose one of the mirrors closest to you, most likely the United States mirrors. Click the link and the download will start. Save the file to your Desktop and rename the file “php.msi” 

You will also need to download the entire PHP binaries zip package . Save this zip file to your hard drive, and unzip it after download completes. The directory name will be similar to ”php-5.2.10-Win32”.
downloading MySQL

Navigate to http://dev.mysql.com/downloads/ select Windows MSI Installer (x86)5.1.3797.9M Pick a mirror
Download from a mirror by clicking either the FTP or HTTP link that follows each mirror’s listing. Save the file to your Desktop and rename the file “mysql.msi”
Installing the Software

Now that you’ve saved all the installation files to the desktop, we’re going to install them all. In Vista, it’s best to run these as an administrator from the command prompt. To do so, go to Start > All Programs > Accessories > (right click) Command Prompt. Select “Run as administrator”. This just ensures that the installation files have access to all files and folders on the hard drive that may be necessary. Once the Command Prompt is up, type “cd desktop” to change to your desktop folder. Now follow the instructions for each program:

installing Apache

Once in the desktop folder, type “msiexec /i apache.msi”. This will begin the Windows Installer. Click ‘Next’ on the “Welcome” screen. Accept the user license agreement and click “Next”. Read the contents of the “Read This First” screen (if you really want to) and click “Next”. Accept the default values (be sure that when asked to specify the URL of the website, it’s set to “localhost” only), click “Next”. Select a “Typical” installation, click “Next”. Accept the default installation directory, click “Next”. Click “Install” and the installation file will do the rest. When all installation is complete, click “Finish”. 
installing PHP

Once in the desktop folder, type “msiexec /i php.msi”. This will begin the Windows Installer. Click “Next” on the welcome screen. “Agree” on the license agreement. Choose the “Standard” installation. Accept the default installation destination. Accept the default mail configuration settings. Next you will be asked to select the type of server PHP will work with. If you downloaded the latest version of Apache it will be a Apache 2.2.x server type. Select this and click “Next”. Then it will ask for the location of the “httpd.conf” configuration file for Apache. If you accepted the default values for the Apache install, then navigate to 
“C:\Program Files\Apache Software Foundation\Apache2.2\conf”
 The configuration file will be located there. Click next to start the install.

If you run the PHP installation correctly, then all necessary commands will be added to the Apache “httpd.conf” file. To be sure, open the “httpd.cont” file, and scroll all the way to the bottom. There should be a few lines similar to:
#BEGIN PHP INSTALLER EDITS - REMOVE ONLY ON UNINSTALL

PHPIniDir "C:\Program Files\PHP\"

LoadModule php5_module "C:\Program Files\PHP\\php5apache2_2.dll"

#END PHP INSTALLER EDITS - REMOVE ONLY ON UNINSTALL

If the above does not appear in the “httpd.conf” file, then some setting was not correct during the installation of PHP. Uninstall PHP, and re-install being careful to follow installation instructions. It was probably the case that you did not correctly specify the location of the “httpd.conf”  configuration file for Apache when installing PHP. Try again. 

When you have successfully installed PHP, restart the Apache web server by going to Start>All Programs>Apache HTTP Server 2.2.x>Control Apache Server>Restart. 

installing MySQL
Once in the desktop folder, type “msiexec/i mysql.msi”. This will begin the Windows Installer. Click “Next” on the welcome screen. Accept the “Typical” setup type. Click “Install” to continue with installation. After installation, skip creating a new account and click “Next”. On the Wizard completed screen, click “Next” to launch the MySQL Instance Configuration Wizard. Click “Next” on the first screen of that. In the Configuration Options window, select a “Standard” configuration. In the Windows Options screen, accept the default values (do not select the Include Bin Directory in Windows PATH check box), click “Next”. Click “Execute” to finish the setup. 

To ensure the MySQL service is now running, press Ctrl+Alt+Delete, and launch the Task Manager. Look in the Services tab for the MySQL service to be running. 
Now you need to copy some files into the PHP directory so PHP can communicate with MySQL. These files will be located in the unzipped PHP binaries package that you downloaded earlier when you were getting the PHP installation file. The directory name should be similar to “php-5.2.5-Win32”. Navigate to where you uncompressed this directory. Inside the uncompressed folder, you will find a file “libmysql.dll”. Copy this file into the PHP installation directory (C:\Program Files\PHP). Now, back in the “php-5.2.5-Win32”  folder, open the “ext” folder. From the “ext” folder, copy the “php_mysqli.dll” file to the PHP installation directory (C:\Program Files\PHP). 

Next, enable the communication between PHP and MySQL by opening the php.ini file located in the PHP installation directory (C:\Program Files\PHP). In the php.ini file, find the line “;extension=php_mysqli.dll” (it will be in with all the other extension declarations). Delete the semicolon in front of the line to enable the extension. Make sure your enabling the “php_mysqli.dll” and NOT “php_mysql.dll”
Once you’ve done all this, restart the Apache web server by going to Start>All Programs>Apache HTTP Server 2.2.x>Control Apache Server>Restart.
Other Quick Tips
Restarting Apache

When any changes are made to the Apache, PHP, or MySQL configuration files, you should always restart Apache to ensure your changes are enacted. To do this, go to Start>Apache HTTP Server…>Control Apache Server>Restart. A window will flash on your screen for a brief moment indicating the restart of Apache. All changes, if done properly will now be seen. 
Making PHP display error messages in browser

By default, PHP doesn’t show error messages when there is an error in your script. You can change this by altering the php.ini file in the PHP directory. (C:\Program Files\PHP). Find the line ”display_errors = off”. There will be two occurrences of this line, one with a semi-colon preceding the line, the other without. The semi-colon in the start of a line indicates a comment in the php.ini file. So, find the one WITHOUT the semicolon preceding the line, and change it to “display_errors= on”. Save the file. You must restart Apache so it will read in the PHP configuration settings again with this new change. See “Restarting Apache”
