	Hospital (and public) Libraries Survey 
Web (non)Sense: Is LGBT health information retrievable from the Internet at your local hospital (or public) library?
 

	Name optional
	
	State *required
	

	E-Mail optional
	
	Country  *required
	

	Institution optional
	
	    if other, please specify
	

	Library Type: *required
	  

	   if other, please specify
	 


	Please take a few moments to complete this survey on relevant issues in hospital, medical and public library settings.  
Results to be compiled and presented at the annual meeting of the Medical Library Association in Phoenix, AZ, in May 2006.



	Does your hospital or public library provide access to consumer health information?
	Yes
	No

	Does your hospital or public library have a website? 
	Yes
	No

	Does your institution’s website provide consumer health links for the public?
	Yes
	No

	Does your library have computers which are used to provide access to health information from the Internet? (by librarians, clinicians, students or patients, or the general public)
	Yes
	No

	Does your organization use a filtering system for the purpose of limiting inappropriate websites from being viewed on your institution’s computers?
	Yes
	No

	If yes, what is the name of the filtering system?                                                        if other, please specify      

	 

The next section involves a test using your hospital library or hospital computer from within your organization's network.
Please attempt to access the following websites and report any blocking by a filtering system used by your organization.


	Website Name and URL
	Results

	
	Access permitted
	Cannot Access
(Filtered/Blocked)

	1.    Gay and Lesbian Medical Association
http://www.glma.org/
	
	

	2.    GayHealth.com
http://www.gayhealth.com/
	
	

	3.    National Coalition for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Health
http://www.lgbthealth.net/
	
	

	4.    Gay and Lesbian National Hotline
http://www.glnh.org/home.htm
	
	

	5.    SAGE  Senior Aging in a Gay Environment
http://www.sageusa.org/
	
	

	6.    International Foundation for Gender Education
http://www.ifge.org/
	
	

	7.    Association for Gay, Lesbian, and Bisexual Issues in Counseling
http://www.aglbic.org/
	
	

	8.    National Association of Gay and Lesbian Addiction Professionals (NALGAP)
http://www.nalgap.org/
	
	

	9.    American Gay and Lesbian Psychiatrists
http://www.aglp.org
	
	

	10.  PFLAG – Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays
http://www.pflag.org/
	
	

	Local Information

	1.  Gay and Lesbian Community Center of Pittsburgh  (or try to locate your local GLCC) 
http://www.glccpgh.org/
	
	


	Comment Section

I am interested in hearing your comments about this project as well as similar topics you have found consistently filtered by a web filtering product.


	Comment 1:  Has your organization taken any steps to incorporate exceptions to its web filtering system?  (i.e. added “allowed” sites that may have been previously blocked)


	Comment 2:  Please list reasons why you think it is important for LGBT health information to be accessible from a hospital, medical or public library setting.


	Comment 3a:  Are there any sites in particular from this list that you feel should remain blocked?  Why? 

Comment 3b:  Are there additional sites that you found to be blocked on your institution’s network (not on the list) that you believe should not be blocked?


	Comment 4:  Please elaborate on your willingness to initiate a change within your institution if you discover that relevant health information websites are blocked by a web filtering system.  Do you think you can make a difference in promoting this change?


	As a part of an ongoing investigation of information-seeking behaviors and experiences of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgendered individuals, I invite you to comment further in a new forum of data collection, the Web(non)Sense Blog located at: http://webnonsense.blogspot.com/
Thank you for taking the time to provide your input.

Please save the survey with your results and return by e-mail to Mary Jo Dorsey at mjdorsey1@gmail.com


